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When judges

Anti-*Roe’ cue
marks ominous ruling

You wonder if Antlony Eennedy was writ-
ing about the case at hand or just rehearsing.
Rehearsing, that i=, for his opportunity to
wiite aboul anolher case, that which over-

turns Roe va, Wade,

“Covernment has a legitimate and sulstan-
tial interest in preserving and promoting fe-
tal life,” Justice Kennedy wrote for @ 51 court
majority. Your honor, what courd challenge
are we talling about?

The ruling in Gonzales v, Cathart fsn't
about protecting fetal Tife, It is solely about
intervening in a decision related to women's
health. The Partial-Blrth Abortion Act of
H3, which it upholds, would not, will ne
protect a single fetus,

This is about one rare procedure designed
to protect a woman's health when a doctor de-
cides it is the best way. Proponents of the ban
on “partial birth abortion” acknowledge that
doctors could perform other procedures in
the zame contingency, parilealarly late-Lerm,
including cesarian section.

And why would they end the pregnancy
through the procedure called intact dilation
and extraction? For one: Becanse the feius
is judged Lo be unable o survive outside the
womb, Tonee interviewsd a woman who had
the procedure, The 1ife inside her would have
been dead moments after it leit here, kg brain
was oulside its heal,

The procedure was reconmesded so a8 not
to compromise her abdlity o have other chil-
dren, which she later did. Mow, under this
ruling, she and her doctor would have fewer
chodoes. Bul if medically necessary, the abag-
thom would procesd in another way, maybe
o thal's less safe.

One procedure down

Maybe that's the next fromtier in “fetal pro-
lection™ — show trials of each way therapey-
tie abortions can be and are performed.

The amazing thing aboit how this obscures
matter became a centerpiece to the alsrtion.
rights debate is this: It hils smack-dab upon
the Mo. 1 reason why abortion rights must be
protected, [Es about women's health. The na-
lion's anti-chelce minerity uses “partial birth

play doctor

abortion” only as a political
device to mark its territory
towaid a bigger ambition.
That would b=, stale by
slate, a ban on all abortions.
It is something that, like
oceupying Ieag until Jeho-
vah's' return, most Ameri-
cans most dechdedly don't
want. But just watch agents
of zeal seek the ome-vote ma-
Jority they meed to pull it off.
‘This week a bill that would
ban abortion post-Koe ap-
peared b be desd in the Texas Legislature.
The ban proposed by State Rep. Warren
Chisum, R-Pampa, would allow abortion only
to prodect a worman®s 1ife,

That would mean foreing a 14-yaar-olil who
was inseminated by o rapist or by her Uncle
Med to gestate to term, even if she could have
taken KU 463 (o abort In the earliest siages,

That alone, or the prospect of back-alley alwor-
-lkons In waves, should convines lnwmalkers
how terrible such a policy would be,

Stunningly, what appears to have convineed
the House to steer clear is the stofl that jingles
and jangles. The Legislative Budget Board
Judged that 63,000 unwanted births over three
years under this bill could cost the state more
than $400 million in health-care costs,

Mever did I think I'd see my lips form
around a “right on™ to a decision dictated by
Texas” lawmakers’ death-grip on a dime, But,
right on.

The extent to which a mew Supreme Court
majority now telegraphs its intent to overtarn
Boe puls as never before the onus on those
wheo run for statelouse and povernors' man:
sions, For volers, brush-off answears about
abortion rights shouldn't fly anymore, Yo
aay youl're "pro-dife," Mr. or Ms. Candidate?
To what extent would yvou limit abortion?
What exceptions would you allow, and how
could these exceptions be enforesd? Exception
of rape? How demonstrable? Medical neces-
sity? Who decides?

Apparently the new Supreme Court major-
ity thinks physiclans and the mothers under
thely care are wholly secondary, so that deci-
siom would fall to you. That is, if you think

yoru'me more quialified tham they,
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